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1 . This international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) is issued by the International Bureau on behalf of the 
International Searching Authority under Rule 44 bisA(a). 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 7 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

In the attached sheets, any reference to the written opinion of the International Searching Authority should be read as a reference 
to the international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) instead. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 





Box No. 


I 


Basis of the report 


□ 


Box No. 


n 


Priority 


□ 


Box No. 


m 


Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 


□ 


Box No. 


IV 


Lack of unity of invention 




Box No. 


V 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 


□ 


Box No. 


VI 


Certain documents cited 




Box No. 


vn 


Certain defects in the international application 


□ 


Box No. 


vm 


Certain observations on the international application 



4. The International Bureau will communicate this report to designated Offices in accordance with Rules 44bis.3{c) and 93tij.l but 
not, except where the applicant makes an express request under Article 23(2), before the expiration of 30 months from the priority 
date (Rule 44bis .2). 
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This opinion contains indications relating to the follo\ving items: 
Basis of the opinion 

Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard Co novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 4?W? UaHi» with regard to nowHy. inventive step oi industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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this International Searching Authority will not be so considered. 
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Foi fiirther details, see notes to Form PCT/ISA/220 
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InlernalionnI apptknlion No 

PCT/EP2004/013467 



Box No. 



Bu.si.s of (his opinion 



1. With regard lo ihc language. Ihis opinion has been established uii the basis of the inlemational apfjlication in the Innguage in which il wa5 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item 

□ 

This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 

. which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of International search (under 

Rule 12,3 and 23. Kb I ). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino add set|uence disclosed in the international applicniion and necessaiy lo the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a iyix of material 

I I a setiuence listing 

I I labMs) related to the sequence listing 
h format of material 

I I in written formal 

I I in computer readable form 
c. lime of filing/fumishii^ 

I I contained in the international apfdication as filed. 

I I filed together with the international application in comfjuter readable form. 
I I furnished subsequently lo this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3 I I In additioa in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or lableu) relating thereto has been filed or 
furnished, the requhed statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the application as 
filed or does not go beyond the applicniion as filed, as appropriate, were furnished 



4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V 



Reasoned slalcnieiil under Rule 431>i&Ifi})(l] willi n*{*ard lo iwvclt.v. inventive xiep orlndustriai appitcalnllly; 
dlutions und explunolians stipporline siicii slolomciit 



1 Statement 

Novelty (N) 

ln\'enti\'e step (IS) 



Claims 1 "1 3 
Claims 



Claims 1-13 
Claims 



Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 1 — 13 
Claims 



Dl: EP 1 308 359 A 

D2: WO 03/020562 A 

D3: DE 198 57 535 Al 

D4: EP 0 296 728 A 

D5: US 4 477 124 A 



Novelty : 



YES 
NO 



\'ES 
NO 



YBS 
NO 



Citations and explanations: 

1 In the present opinion, reference is made to the 
following documents: 



According to method claim 1 (and use claim 13) a 
(retarder) change in brake torque is monitored by 
means of an actuating pressure control circuit with 
a pressure sensor, by means of which the actuating 
pressure of the retarder is sensed dynamically. The 
actuating pressure is compared with a setpoint 
value, and if predefined criteria are fulfilled a 
warning message is generated and/or the retarder is 
prevented from being switched on (manually) as a 
function of the actual value/setpoint value 
comparison which is carried out, while in Dl (or in 
the other cited documents) there is no indication of 
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Inlernalioivil ap|>lic'alion No • 

PCT/EP2004/013467 



Box No. V Rcusoned statcmcnl under Utile 43bis.l(aKi) w'ilh regard lo novcll.v, invcnlirc .slcp or induslrial applicalHlilv; 

dtalions and explanations siipportini; such stalenicnl 

dynamic monitoring of the actuating pressure and for 
the purpose of fault detection (issuing of a warning 
message and/or prevention of switching on) . 



2.1 The subject matter of claims 1 and 13 is thus novel 
(PCX Article 33 (2) ) . 



Inventive step: 



3 The subject matter of independent claims 1 and 13 
solves the following problem: 

making available a method for monitoring a (retarder) 
change in brake torque without considerable 
additional expenditure or in particular the 
provision of additional components (description, 
page 2, lines 4-9), with the solution according to 
the subject matter of independent claims 1 and 13: A 
method and a use of a pressure sensor for monitoring 
and for fault detection (issuing of a warning 
message and/or prevention of switching on) of a 
retarder . 



3.1 The cited documents do not give any indication 
whatsoever of providing such a method and such a use 
of a pressure sensor for dynamically monitoring and 
detecting faults in a retarder. All the subject 
matters of independent method claim 1 or of use 
claim 13 are thus not known from, or suggested by, a 
single document or a combination of documents. 

3.2 Claims 2-12 are directly or indirectly dependent on 
claim 1, and all of claims 1-13 therefore meet the 
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InlemationnI appl lent ion No. 

PCT/EP2004/013467 



Box No. V Re»<»nccl statement under Rule 43bis.lU)(i> ^vith regard lo iwvcll.v, inventive step or industrial applicablliiy; 

dtalions and lexpianaHons supporlinR such statement 

requirements of PCT Article 33(2) and (3) . 



Industrial applicaLbility : 



The invention can be used in the vehicle industry. 
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Box No. VII Certain derects in Ihc inleniulionQl applicalioii 

The following dcfccls in the foi ni ot* contents of the inlci national application have been noted: 

5 Contrary to PCX Rule 5.1(a) (ii), the description 

does not cite document Dl or indicate the relevant 
prior art disclosed therein. 
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